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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 296126 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 SCS-06 CA-01 L-03 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 SP-02 SY-05 DODE-OO PM-05 PRS-01 
HA-05 /061 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/S-KPMCCORMICK:LFS 

APPROVED BY AF-WBEDMONDSON 

AF/S-LRMACFARLANE 

AF/S-DKEOGH 

M-RWMURRAY 

CA/SCS-AGISE 

CA-BWATSON 

CA/SCS/SADOBRENCHUK 

CA/SCS/RAMCKENZIE 

020830 130727Z/17 

R 122124Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 296126 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC, PINT, BC, RH, SF 

SUBJECT: REPATRIATION OF U.S. CITIZENS FROM BOTSWANA 

REFS: (A) GABORONE 2649 (NOTAL), (B) STATE 252167 (NOTAL) 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS CAREFULLY CONSIDERED EMBASSY'S 
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY TO DEAL WITH POSSIBLE 
CONTINGENCY OF LARGE NUMBER OF URGENT REPATRIATION 
REQUESTS BY AMERICAN CITIZENS DESERTING FROM MILITARY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SERVICE IN RHODESIA. IT HAS BEEN DECIDED NOT TO 
COMMIT ADDITIONAL FUNDS AT THIS TIME TO THE SPECIAL 
AUTHORITY GRANTED IN REF B TO REPATRIATE THE MOST 
URGENT CASES WITHOUT ADVANCE DEPARTMENT APPROVAL UP 
TO AN AGGREGATE LIMIT OF DOLS 5000. IT IS OUR 
JUDGMENT THAT STANDARD FAM PROCEDURES FOR EMERGENCY 
REPATRIATION PLUS JUDICIOUS USE OF THAT AUTHORITY 
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FOR THE MOST URGENT CASES WILL ALLOW EMBASSY TO DEAL 
WITH THIS CONTINGENCY IF IT ARISES. 

2. INSTEAD. THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN: 

(A) DEPARTMENT'S CONSULAR AFFAIRS BUREAU, WITH 
ASSISTANCE AS NECESSARY FROM THE OPERATIONS CENTER 
IN EMERGENCIES, IS PREPARED TO RESPOND IMMEDIATELY 
AT ANY TIME TO CABLES OR OTHER COMMUNICATIONS 
INDICATING PARTICULARLY URGENT OR SENSITIVE CASES 
AND TO GRANT REPATRIATION AUTHORITY WHERE NECESSARY 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER LEGITIMATE ATTEMPT HAS 
BEEN MADE TO CONTACT BY TELEPHONE AT LEAST ONE 
POTENTIAL PRIVATE DONOR. 

(B) AMBASSADOR MOOKODI HAS AGREED TO CONVEY TO HIS 
GOVERNMENT A REQUEST TO MAKE BORDER GUARDS AND OTHER 
OFFICIALS AWARE OF THE NEED TO CONTACT EMBASSY 
IMMEDIATELY IF AMERICAN CITIZEN MERCENARIES/REFUGEES 
APPEAR ON BOTSWANA TERRITORY. MOOKODI AGREES THAT 
RAPID AND DISCREET REPATRIATION WOULD MINIMIZE 
DANGER TO AMERICANS, PREVENT EMBARRASSMENT TO US-GOB 
RELATIONS AND DECREASE INCENTIVES FOR US CITIZEN 
MERCENARIES SERVING IN RHODESIA TO REMAIN IN THE WAR 
AND THE AREA. 
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3. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO KEEP DEPARTMENT CURRENTLY 
INFORMED AS REPATRIATION/MERCENARY SITUATION EVOLVES 
AND NOTIFY DEPARTMENT PROMPTLY SHOULD REPATRIATION 
REQUIREMENTS EXCEED OR THREATEN TO EXCEED THE LIMITED 
SPECIAL AUTHORITY GRANTED IN REF B. CHRISTOPHER 
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